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FREE OUR MAMAS! SISTERS! QUEENS!
A project by the People’s Paper Co-op
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This limited edition is printed on handmade paper made by
formerly incarcerated women in the People’s Paper Co-op’s Art and Advoc

Fellowship. Criminal records from legal clinies and public workshops were torn,
pulped, and transformed into new sheets of handmade paper that act as blank slates
for this collective vision for transformative justice. The People’s Paper Co-op is an
ongoing initiative of the Village of Arts & Humanities, in North Philadelphia.

Each of these posters was hand printed on handmade paper by
either the collaborating artists, or by the women in the People’s Paper Co-op Art and
Advocacy Fellowship

This poster series is encased in an envelope printed and
constructed by our amazing friends and collaborators at the Paper Machine print
shop in New Orleans.

Shoshana Gordon

Aryanna Tischler

This is edition /10




Using art to free Black mothers and caregivers while fighting to end cash bail

THE PROJECT: The PEOPLE’S PAPER CO-OP (PP s a women led, women
focused, women powered art and advocacy project at the Village of Arts and Humanities
in North Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The PPC looks to women in reentry as the leading
criminal justice experts our society needs to hear from, and uses art to amplify their stories,
dreams, and visions for a more just and free world.

Since the spring of 2018, the PPC has collaborated with the Philadelphia Community Bail
Fund (PCBF) on their Mama'’s Day Bail Out campaign. The PPC has organized exhibitions,
parades, press conferences, and events to raise awareness and funds for their campaign (more
than $85,000 has been raised through art sales) while sharing the stories and demands of
formerly incarcerated women with tens of thousands of people across Philadelphia and
beyond.

In the spring of 2020, amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, PPC Fellows (meeting virtually, and
having anly met in person twicel) created portraits and poetry that they shared with artists
across the U.S. to collaboratively create the artwork in this portfolio. Both a limited, hand
printed edition and digitally printed edition were created, and within a month, the art raised
over $44,000 to bring Black mamas and caregivers home to their families and communities,
where they belong, in time for Mother’s Day

In the wake of George Floyd’s murder by police officers in Minneapolis, MN, and the
international uprising that followed, the posters were used to raise more than $17,000 in 3
days to bail out protesters who were arrested in Philadelphia, PA.

Thank you for your support! We hope you will put these prints in your homes, schools, public
spaces, offices, and anywhere you feel these amazing women need to have their voices heard.

Endless thanks to the artists who contributed to this series: Pippin Frisbie Caller, Melanie
Cervantes, Katie Kaplan, Malachi-Maggie Lily, Ashley Lukashevsky, Nicole Marroquin,
Shani Peters, Sharita Towne, Swoon, Mary Tremonte, Kah Yangni

In h)\'mg memory of our friends, Catherine Brown, Kelly Conway, and Amy Tlapa.

The PPC is coordinated by Courtney Bowles and Mark Strandquist

The People’s Paper Co-op has only been made possible through the time, energy, and love
of so many people. This series was made possible through the incredibly generous support of

the following organizations: Bread and Roses Community Fund, New Century Trust, and our
home, the Village of Arts and Humanities in North Philadelphia.




#PRISONSDONTWORK

WWW.PEOPLESPAPERCO-OP.COM




Free is just breathing the fresh air,

watching the moon ard stars.




Free is wcxjrc\'\_ir\b children run and
play in the Po. Ks, with no worries.

Hec,\r{nc -l'heir IQU ter

and wo}c\'\ing +he “smiles on their Pre.H-\;
SCES: /

Just enyoy mi themiselves Withott o care
in the Y\World.

Free is being able 40 emoy life.
Bema oble to” come and q° &g Jochoose

Free is o Kind and co\rina word +o one
O\noJr‘her. 4

Free is Saying I love you, T miss you

Free is remo\nr\a oll the hurt and Pair
O\\f\!&\j.

Free is Jus* breo:\'\'lmg the {resh auf,
w&'!rchfn% +he moon ond  Stors.

Free is o mother ho‘xc‘\inq her b“by close o
her breast 5
Smi\\‘hg ond S&\/iﬂﬂ T love You.
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LIKE THE BIRD IN THE SKY,
| FLY S0 HIGH.
FREE OF THE TREES BENEATH ME,
LAND AND WATER IS WHAT I SEE.
| AM NOT A HER, NOR AM I A HIM,
AS FREE AS THE MIND CAN PRETEND.

| SAY IT OVER AND OVER AGAIN,
FREE AS A BIRD.

I FLY SO HIGH,
NOTHING CAN COMPARE
T0 WHAT'S UP IN THE SKY.

PLACES | CAN'T PRONOUNCE. |

LAND UPON A CLOUD,
WHAT A BOUNCE!
FREER THAN

FREE LIKE BUTTER
WHEN IT MELTS.
FREE LIKE A BIRD,
| FLY SO HIGH.

ANYTHING | EVER FELT, |
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‘YOU Rk WVROMG ABOUT Mh. A A DADGHTRR AND A MOTHAR.

' MOT A CRIMINAL. ) | I HAVE A LIFR,
MOT A MOMSTRR. () I HAVE MY DRRAMS

~ MOT A STATISTIC. Al R AVARYQMNA DASARVAS
. I'M A VOMAN _ Iy o . A SRECOND CHAMCR.'

' WH® MADR A MISTAER. \Q













ﬁ “FOR INCARCERATED
f( WOMEN BECAUSE

EREL OUR MHMRS!
. LETS 'GET FREE?
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